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For this thesis project, the research question will be the following: “How do 
United States immigration policies contribute to the rising death and deportations 
of migrants across the United States and Mexico border?” Immigration policies is 
a widely debated political topic and often used as a but public debate often 
neglects to thoroughly consider the effects on the everyday lives of immigrants 
and their communities. It is essential to further research into immigration policies, 
their impacts on migrant communities and the implications for human rights. This 
research is intended to extend the understanding how the militarization of the 
border has led to an increase of deaths and deportations, as detailed in the 
immigration policy Prevention Through Deterrence. The hypothesis of this 
research is that United States immigration policies neglect basic human rights, 
contribute to rising deaths across the Sonoran Desert of Arizona, and 
criminalization of undocumented immigrants.   
Militarization of the border in city and entry ports has led to a rise of illegal 
entry through the Arizona desert terrains. Postponing legal entry and denying 
asylum to individuals increases the chances of illegal crossings. Deterring 
undocumented immigrants to harsh terrains contributes to the rise in deaths. 
Immigrants that are caught are documented and deported as criminals, which 
then forbids them from obtaining citizenship or asylum in the future. I would like 
to shine light on the violent border policies, to help find a more humane solution 
to protect the bored without breaching the rights of undocumented immigrants.  
   
 
iv 
As a daughter of immigrant parents, I can relate to most of the difficulties 
migrant families face. I became interested in this, because I wanted to get a 
better understanding of how these policies contribute to the violations against 
human rights and deaths. Policies such as the North American Free Trade and 
Prevention Through Deterrence Agreement have an impact on migration. Based 
on migration patterns policies are developed by the United States that enforce 
the United States-Mexico border to prevent illegal crossings.  
Based on the research, I was able to find that immigration policies are 
influenced by racist ideologies and stereotypes, which dehumanizes 
undocumented immigrants. The establishment of these policies are used to 
protect the border regardless of the effects it will have on undocumented 
immigrants. Undocumented immigrants suffer the consequences of the policies 
that contribute to financial instability, crime, in their home country, which 
influences migration from Mexico to the United States. Overall, research provides 
data that shows the increase of deaths along the Southern border, and human 
rights breaches without accountability.  
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United States and Mexico Border  
Tension regarding the border between the United States and Mexico has 
been present long before 1848. Under the Treaty of Guadalupe de Hidalgo, the 
United States acquired ownership of California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, 
Utah, Nevada, and the Western region of Colorado. The new border was 
established in 1884 along the southern part of California, Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Texas. Border security was then established to help control illegal 
immigration and transportation of illegal substances. Over the years, 
technological advances provided new and improved ways of protecting the 
United States-Mexico border from illegal border crossings. It was not until the 
1990s that a strict immigration reform was set in place to help control the entry of 
illegal immigration. Militarization of the border and policies were established to 
discourage migration across the United States and Mexico border.  
Migrants from Mexico were legally and temporarily allowed to work in the 
United States under the Bracero Program of 1942. As the agricultural sector 
grew drastically in United States, there was a lack of workers that were willing to 
work. Work in the agricultural sector requires long hours under treacherous 
conditions and little pay. Finding American citizens that were willing to work 
without benefit and fair pay was very difficult. Mexican citizens were recruited 




undocumented immigrants. to reinforce the border, stricter immigration policies 
were introduced. New policies were set to deter, criminalize, and discourage the 
illegal entry of undocumented immigrants which was initially implemented to 
merely deter individuals from immigrating. This research is a legislative analysis 
of the United States Department of Homeland security and United States 
Customs and Border Protection Policies that were implemented to discourage 
migration. The policies introduced have contributed to criminalization of 
undocumented immigrants and led to the deaths of thousands of undocumented 
immigrants across the Sonoran Desert of Arizona.  
Current Problem 
The United States Border Patrol Strategic Plan 1994 and Beyond was 
introduced to help reduce the major influx of illegal immigration along the U.S. 
and Mexico border. The border patrol strategized plan Prevention Through 
Deterrence protects and reinforce borders along major cities and deterred illegal 
immigrants towards harsh environments in hopes of reducing undocumented 
entrants. “Nature provides natural barriers, that are used to the advantage of 
border protection as immigrants can find themselves in mortal danger.”1 The 
United States and Mexico border extends from the Pacific Ocean to the Gulf of 
Mexico. California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas have ports of entry near 
cities that are enforced with innovative technologies and border patrol officers. 
 
1 United States Department of Homeland Security. United States Border Patrol. Border Patrol 




Illegal crossing through any of the cities located along the border is impossible. 
Migrants are forced to seek illegal entry through the harsh desert terrains of the 
Sonoran Desert of Arizona. Reinforcing ports of entry in cities was crucial under 
the Border Patrol Strategic Plan 1994 and Beyond to help reduce and discourage 
illegal migration across the United States and Mexico border.  
Under the Border Patrol Strategic Plan 1994 and Beyond, prevention 
through deterrence meant implementation of the wall, personnel, and equipment 
across major ports of entry to deter undocumented immigrants.2 The plan 
introduced is intended to keep the United States safe from external threat, while 
reducing illegal entry. Enforcement across the border has made it dangerous and 
difficult for immigrants to enter the United States. Data from Congressional 
Research Service shows that after 1993, migrant deaths began to rise in the 
Southwestern border.3 The chart provides data from the University of Houston’s 
Center for Immigration Research (CIR), the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS), and the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). The figure shows the 
number of deaths from 1985-2010 recorded by the CIR, DHS, and ACLU.  
 
2 United States Department of Homeland Security, Border Patrol Strategic Plan, 1. 
3 Marc R. Rosenblum, “Border Security: Immigration Enforcement Between Ports of Entry,” 







Figure 1. 1 Recovered Bodies from the Southern Border, 1985-2011. 
After 1994, bodies discovered along the Southern border begin to increase. 
Marc R. Rosenblum, “Border Security: Immigration Enforcement Between Ports 
of Entry,” Congressional Research Service (2012), 33.   
 
 
Deaths across the Sonoran Desert of Arizona have increased throughout 
the years. Border protection policies have also become stricter during the 
presidencies of George W. Bush in 1993 through Donald Trump 2021. One of the 
most inhumane strategies implemented was the Border Patrol Strategic Plan 
1994 and Beyond, “where “undocumented migrants who enter through remote, 
uninhabited land and sea are exposed to deadly terrains.”4 The strategies used 
by the United States Customs and Border Protection have created a cycle where 
it is impossible to obtain asylum or legal entry, thus forcing undocumented 
 




immigrants to risk their lives and enter illegally. The Sonoran Desert of Arizona is 
being used as a natural barrier to slow down illegal immigration, thus preventing 
illegal crossings. I argue that policies have been strategically planned to reduce 
the number of migrants crossing by using an inhumane strategy.  
Research Question  
For this thesis project, the research question is “How does the United 
States border policies contribute to the rising deaths, deportations, and human 
right violations of undocumented immigrants along the United States-Mexico 
border?” Immigration is a topic that has been widely discussed during elections 
making it an important topic to research and to learn what effects current 
immigration policies have on immigrants and asylum-seekers. This research will 
also focus on how the current militarization of the border has led to an increase 
of deaths, apprehensions, deportations, and criminalization of undocumented 
immigrants. I will be analyzing policies’ effects over the course 20 years on 
undocumented immigrants.  
This research is intended to show that the United States immigration and 
border policies neglects basic human rights, contributes to rising deaths, and 
criminalizes illegal immigrants. Militarization of the border has led to a rise of 
illegal entry through the desert terrains. Postponing legal entry and denying 
asylum to individuals increases the chances of illegal entry and rise in deaths. 
Undocumented immigrants who enter illegally and are apprehended by U. S. 




deported as criminals. Criminalization of undocumented immigrants then forbids 
individuals from reentering legally, obtaining citizenship, or seeking asylum in the 
future. This forces many undocumented immigrants to perpetuate a cycle of 
reentering illegally into the United States.  
It is important to understand how the United States immigration and 
border policies impacts the lives of undocumented immigrants, the global 
economy, and borders. Border policies influence migration patterns based on its 
effect. Throughout the years we have seen migration patterns increase and 
decrease based on push and pull factors. Migration is influenced by government 
policies that influence people’s lives and the global economy. Policies have a 
long history of hidden violence, which denies basic human rights to 
undocumented citizens. Immigrants are labelled as criminals simply for entering 
the United States illegally. The rights of undocumented immigrants are denied, 
because of committing the offense and entering illegally.  
Policies have made it difficult over the years for asylum seekers and Visa 
applicants to obtain legal entry. With a decrease of asylum approval, there has 
been an increase of deaths along the border. Asylum seekers are prone to 
violent attacks both in Mexico and while crossing the border into the United 
States. Under the Trump Presidency, there was an increase of asylum seekers, 
but under the Migrant Protection Protocol program, asylum seekers were 
required to stay in Mexico. It is crucial to understand that the policies established 




economy and its citizens. Undocumented migrants are exposed to the dangers of 
the Sonoran Desert of Arizona. Asylum seekers also fall victims of violent crimes 
along the border, specifically in major ports of entry.  
 Analysis of United States Border Policies  
I would like to shine light on the hidden violence and devastating effects 
that the United States border policies has on undocumented immigrants by 
analyzing the established policies. As a daughter of Mexican parents who 
immigrated into the United States, I was curious to know how border security has 
changed over the years and what effects it has had on immigration. It is to my 
knowledge that the United States has invested billions of dollars to protect itself 
from foreign threats. Money itself does not stop immigration, but the billions of 
dollars spent impacts immigration. Over the years there has been an increase in 
border security that has contributed to the deaths of thousands of undocumented 
immigrants.  
For this research, I will be analyzing policies established by the United 
States government and scholarly journals that support my argument. Intellectuals 
like Anthropologist Jason De Leon’s content contributes to my research with his 
ethnographic study, from The Land of Open Graves. Jason De Leon’s work 
provides personal accounts with immigrants crossing through the Arizona Desert. 
His work is crucial since the interactions he had with undocumented immigrants 
will help me develop a more accurate conclusion of the inhumane and dangerous 




government websites and official documents to analyze and interpret the current 
laws and policies and its impacts on undocumented individuals.  
News outlets provide information on the condition of asylum seekers, 
detainees at detention centers, and undocumented immigrants apprehended. 
Maps of the United States and Mexico border will be used to analyze the crime 
rate along border cities and the major ports of entry. Most importantly, the 
physical and regional geography of the Sonoran Desert of Arizona will be 
analyzed to understand the culture, environment, and politics of the border and 
its contribution to the deaths of undocumented immigrants. It is important to 
explain how the environment is one of the many factors that contributes to the 
rising deaths in the Sonoran Desert.  
Due to the new COVID-19 pandemic, my research is a narrative analysis; 
I will rely on research completed by other scholars to support my argument. I was 
unable to travel during 2020 to collect interviews from asylum seekers, deported 
individuals, and locals at the United States and Mexico border. For the safety and 
well-being of others and myself, I will be using data from educational institutions 
and government websites for my research. Although my original plan of 
conducting surveys was not possible due to the pandemic, I will focus on 







This research will discuss topics based on the United States border 
policies that have contributed to the increase of deaths in the Sonoran Desert. I 
will be analyzing the Migrant Protection Protocol Program, North Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), Bracero Program, Border Security, Border Strategic Plan of 
1994, and other policies that form part of the inhuman treatment against 
undocumented migrants. This analysis is for us to understand how policies 
negatively impact refugees and migrants who are seeking to have a better life 
and opportunities. The criminalization of undocumented immigrants who crossed 
the border illegally has given a negative connotation to all immigrants as it 
automatically labels them as criminals. Even though the United States 
immigration and border security topic is extremely controversial, and it is 
important to further research these policies and shine light on the hidden 
violence. This research aims to provide further research and help to find a 
solution soon to secure our borders more humanely and, in a manner, where 
unalienable rights are not breached.  
Migration. Migration is an important topic to discuss in this research. The 
increase and decrease of undocumented migration along the United States and 
Mexican border impacts what strategies are implemented at the border. 
According to tthe demand of the United States and Mexico border, stricter 




on the United States border also forces government officials to act accordingly 
based on the migration patterns. Under different presidencies, the policies 
established are based on the beliefs of the administration in office, which were 
voted in by the people. Based on a response of the public and to the government 
officials, policies will be established to help loosen or restrict entry into the United 
States. 
Globalization. Globalization affects migration. For example, after the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) was established, a Mexican citizen 
migrated to the North for better employment opportunities. Policies and laws 
established the affect people in a global level, thus influencing migration patterns. 
I will examine how global policies affect the living conditions of Mexican citizens 
and as to why many Mexican citizens decide to migrate into the United States. 
Markets in the economy are globalized (except for human labor and capital). 
Borders prevent people from moving where the economy is booming thus 
influencing migration       
Militarization of the United States and Mexico Border. Militarization of the 
border is a response to control and prevent illegal immigration. Protecting the 
border by establishing laws forbids undocumented immigrants from entering the 
United States without proper documentation and procedures. The policies are 
established to prevent and decrease the number of illegal substances that are 
transported across the United States and Mexican border. Border patrol 




areas. The establishment of the wall was also in response to creating a secure 
border 
Deterrence on the United States and Mexico Border. Under the Border 
Strategic Plan of 1994, the border patrol proposed to secure major entry ports. 
Areas without a large population were used as a natural barrier that would help 
decrease and prevent migration. By exposing undocumented immigrants to the 
hostile terrains of the Arizona desert, it discourages others from migrating into 
the United States illegally. This policy supports the central argument of my thesis 
which focuses on this particular policy that contributes to the increasing amount 
of deaths of immigrants in the Sonoran Desert along the borders of Arizona. I will 
further explain why deterrence is a violet and inhuman law. 
United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The treatment of 
undocumented immigrants in the hands of border patrols have been 
questionable. Individuals speak of the horrors they experience while in custody of 
the United States immigration detention centers. I will examine how the border 
patrol denies basic human rights to detainees by labeling them as criminals. 
They are returned to unknown areas of Mexico where they face challenges such 
as housing, money, and security. 
The topics I will be discussing all correlate with the increase of the of 
deaths, human rights violations, and deportations. These policies collectively 
affect migration patterns, and I would like to further research how each of the 




immigrants face. I will be focusing on how the policies directly affect migration 
through the Sonoran Desert and apprehension made along the United States 
and Mexico border. One of the main questions would be why migrants immigrate 








This chapter will analyze the different border policies listed in my topics 
and literature that supports the association of border deaths and deportations 
due to the United States border policies. Border polices will be examined to help 
support the correlation between deaths along the United States and Mexico 
border. The literature review will help support my research, by finding data that 
proves that the policies established are inhumane, and violet basic human rights. 
I will also examine how these policies are implemented in efforts to secure the 
border, even if it cost the lives of thousands of immigrants that are in search of a 
better life.  
Migration  
The America Dream, a goal that many undocumented immigrants wish to 
achieve. To better understand the American dream, we need to know why it is 
important and what it means. Merriam-Webster dictionary defines American 
Dream as “a happy way of living that is thought of by many Americans as 
something that can be achieved by anyone in the United States especially by 
working hard and becoming successful.”5 America the land of opportunity, for 
undocumented immigrants. People migrate to escape persecution, famine, 
 





financial instability, but also to be with family, employment opportunities, and 
better a brighter future. The American Dream however also could be a living 
nightmare for migrants. The path to dreamland is set up as death trap, in which 
thousands of undocumented immigrants have died.  
The United States process for legal entry has become difficult to obtain for 
uneducated and poor communities in Mexico. Applying for a visa requires 
money, time, and proof of documentation that supports the reason for entry. In 
many cases, Mexican citizens are not financially stable to pay or do not qualify 
for a Visa. Migrants also have the option to seek asylum, however asylum 
seekers must remain in Mexico under Migrant Protection Protocol6, which can 
leave migrants in a dangerous state as it can take months to get a hearing date. 
While many asylum seekers are declined or unable to obtain a visa, Mexican 
immigrants seek entry through the Sonoran Desert of Arizona. The Sonoran 
Desert has been used by the Border Patrol as a tool to decrease and discourage 
illegal migration.  
Crime 
One of the main reasons why immigrants migrate is due to violence and 
finical instability. Mexican citizens are escaping the financial hardships and 
violence they face in their country. Mexico a beautiful tourist location, but many 
 
6 Migrant Protection Protocol was established under the Trump Presidency in January 2019. This 
program prevents undocumented immigrants seeking asylum from remaining in the United 
States, while they await their court hearing. Instead, they will be given a “notice to appear” and be 
returned to Mexico.   
United States Department of Homeland Security, Migrant Protection Protocols, 2019.    




are also known for its corrupt leaders, financial instability, and cities run by drug 
cartels. While tourist enjoy the beauty of paradise, they often do not see the 
hardship Mexican citizens face. People are forced to relocated from Mexican 
cities, that have seen an increase of violence due to drug cartels. Even though 
citizens are not involved with gangs or drug cartels, they are caught in between 
the ongoing wars for territory. Mexican citizens are forced to seek asylum to 
avoid being caught in between the violence of organized groups.  
In the past six years there has been an increase of crime in Mexico. In 
2018 rate crime increased by 13.8%, currently it is at 29.07 per 100,000 
population.7 Crime is at its highest since 2010, such increase in crimes threatens 
livelihood of the people. People are more likely to fall victims of assault, 
kidnapping, and murder. Many crimes in Mexico also go unreported due to fear 
that government officials are involved in the criminal acts themselves. Without 
being able to turn to their country for protection, Mexican citizens are forced to 
suffer in silence or migrate.  
Crime against civilians increased after new drug trafficking organizations 
rose to power. The downfall of drug previous cartels has allowed for new cartels 
to be established. New establishment of drug trafficking organizations has 
created war over territories and resources. It is believed that between 120,000-
130,000 people have fallen victims of the drug war between 2007- 2012 (Molly 
 
7 Macrotrends, “Mexico Crime Rate and statistics 1990-2021.” Accessed June 15, 2021.  




2013)8. The ongoing drug war in Mexico negatively impacts the lives of the 
citizens. Thousands of Mexican citizens have been kidnapped, disappeared, or 
killed due to the ongoing violence. Drug trafficking organizations have power and 
money to buy government officials in exchange of protection. This leaves citizens 
vulnerable to threats from both drug cartels and government officials.  
Although the Mexican government has attempted to take control of the 
current situation, the drug industry is worth billions of dollars. It is an industry that 
is highly protected by internal and external members. Although many individuals’ 
voluntary become part of drug trafficking organizations to obtain a better income, 
many civilians are forced into the drug industry. As a labor-intensive industry, it 
requires workforce to produce the final product. Living in an area occupied by 
drug trafficking organizations, children and young teens are exposed to drugs at 
an early age. Children often fall victims since they are easier to prey on. Territory 
controlled by drug trafficking organizations has a negative impact on the safety 
and well-being of the community. The increase in violence has forced people to 
relocate. According to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre “in 2011 over 
1.6 million people were internally displace in Mexico (Cabot 2014)” 9. It is not safe 
to raise a family in a country with high crime rate, and financial instability.  
 
8 Molly Molloy, “The Mexican Undead: Toward a New History of the “Drug War” Killing Fields,” 
Small World Journals (2013). The Mexican Undead: Toward a New History of the “Drug War” 
Killing Fields | Small Wars Journal 
9 Anna Cabot, “Problems Faced by Mexican Asylum Seekers in the United States,” Journal on 
Migration and Human Security, vol.2 no.4 (2014). Pg. 362 




Crime is one of the major reasons why people migrate. Under the Migrant 
Protection Protocol program undocumented immigrants that are not considered 
to be in danger, must remain in Mexico to seek asylum. Undocumented 
immigrants are leaving their home country voluntary and involuntary. Involuntary 
relocation is due to financial instability, such as not earning enough money to 
afford necessities, like food, medication, housing, education, clothing etc. Many 
migrants leave their home country due to the fear of being caught in the middle of 
crossfire and conflict between drug cartels. Drug cartels have power and 
influence over the Mexican Government, leaving its citizens vulnerable to their 
reign of terror. In 2019, the city El Aguaje located in the state of Sinaloa, Mexico 
was overtaken by the cartel to negotiate the freedom of a Drug Lords son.10  
Unable to successfully fight against the cartel, the Mexican government was 
forced to negotiate to protect its citizens from what could have been a blood bath 
against innocent people. Citizens and police officers are left helpless between 
the ongoing Mexican war against drugs.  
 
10 Mark Stevenson, “In Many Parts of Mexico, Government Ceded Battle to 
Cartels,” ABCNews, October 19, 2019. Inmany parts of Mexico, government ceded battle 





After the North Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)11 was established, Mexico 
became one of the countries that relied on cheap labor to provide products at a 
cost-effective price. The burden of low prices fell on workers’ wages, the average 
wage in Mexico is minimum 213.99 pesos ($10.72 USD) along the Northern 
region and the general minimum wage would be 141.70 pesos ($7.10 USD).12 
Without government assistant many citizens cannot afford to live in proper 
conditions. The World Bank Group reported in 2018 that 46.1% of the population 
was living in poverty, and the percentage is expected to increase with the 
COIVD-19 pandemic.13 Citizens are faced with the difficult decision migrating in 
search of better opportunities or remain in their current situation.  
Mexico’s agriculture business lost much of its value after NAFTA was 
introduced. Businesses began to struggle financially and soon business owners 
were closing their businesses, selling their lands, and migrating to the United 
States. Many people also migrated to the Northern states of Mexico in search of 
jobs at the maquiladoras (factories). Working in the maquiladora industry is 
 
11 North Free Trade Agreement, signed in 1992 by Canada and Mexico lifted tariffs on goods and 
established a free-trade zone between the countries in the NAFTA agreement.  
United Sates Customs and Border Protection, “North American Free Trade Agreement,” Department of 
Homeland Security. Accessed June 20, 2021. North American Free Trade Agreement | U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection (cbp.gov) 
12 Gobierno De Mexico, “Se Publica en el Diario Oficial de la Federación los Salarios Mínimos 
que Rigen a Partir del 1 de Enero de 2021,” Accessed June 20, 2021. 
https://www.gob.mx/conasami/articulos/se-publica-en-el-diario-oficial-de-la-federacion-los-
salarios-minimos-que-rigen-a-partir-del-1-de-enero-de-2021?idiom=es  





exhausting, dangerous and requires long hours with little pay, no workers 
protections, or benefits. Unable to obtain a decent living wage, people are living 
in poor conditions. In 2018 the World Group Bank reported that 4.2% of people 
do not have access to clean water, 6.2% do not have access to sanitation, and 
0.5% do not have electricity.14 Cheap labor has negatively impacted Mexican 
communities, forcing many to relocate. The financial instability that many families 
in Mexico face is one of the main reasons why they decide to immigrate. “Mexico 
and U.S. migration stems from three mutually reinforcing processes: social 
capital formation, human capital formation, and market consolidation.”15 In the 
meantime, workers in the United States are granted protection, fair wages, and 
opportunities  
The ongoing humanitarian crisis in Mexico of violence, and poverty leads 
to the migration of Mexican citizens, and Mexican citizens will choose to seek 
asylum in the United States. The process to seek asylum has become 
treacherous over the years. The process of relocating from one country is difficult 
enough since seeking asylum in a foreign country is not an effortless process. 
The number of asylum seekers that are eligible and granted asylum has 
decreased over the years.   
 
14 World Bank Group Poverty and Equity, “Mexico,” 2. 
15Douglas S. Massey, and Kristin E. Espinosa. "What's Driving Mexico-U.S. Migration? A 
Theoretical, Empirical, and Policy Analysis." American Journal of Sociology. Vol. 102, No. 4. 




Asylum in the United States  
Migrant Protection Protocol Program 
Under the Migrant Protection Protocol Program: Remain in Mexico policy 
(MPP), people seeking asylum must remain in Mexico until their court day. Prior 
to January 2019, asylum seekers were allowed to stay with family or facility such 
as a church in the United States, while they awaited their court date. After the 
Remain in Mexico policy was introduced, asylum seekers were required to stay in 
Mexico. Those fleeing violence and financial instability must now find a safe 
location to relocate within the proximity of the U.S. and Mexico border. Even 
though crime has decreased since 1990 across Mexico, Ciudad Juarez, 
Chihuahua, and Tijuana, Baja California, both have the highest number of 
homicides from 2020-2021.16 Tijuana and Ciudad Juarez, coupled with the MPP, 
would now force asylum seekers to establish a temporary home to thousands of 
immigrants that seek asylum. Many asylum seekers are forced to sleep near the 
border in tents (if they have one) while awaiting their hearing. 
The Migrant Protection Protocol states that, Mexico would be responsible 
for providing resources to asylum seekers while the await their hearing.17 
However, many individuals were left without any resources and placed away 
from area they had originally entered. It is unclear if individuals under the MPP 
were intentionally relocated far from their hearing locations when they were sent 
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back to Mexico. Asylum-seekers under the MPP program were left without 
resources at the Mexican border. Many faced hunger, homelessness, and threats 
as they did not have anywhere to reside. The remain in Mexico program, 
required asylum seekers to settle in areas near the border to be able to attend 
their hearing, but it was impossible for many of them to remain within proximity of 
the border. Many asylum seekers are unable to remain in Mexico due to violence 
and financial instability. Undocumented migrants apprehended, who fear 
returning to Mexico but were not on imminent danger of being persecuted or 
torture would be returned to Mexico.18 Food, finances, and shelter were not 
considered as an imminent danger. They are placed between life and death 
situation forcing many migrants to seek illegal entry into the United States. 
The Migrant Protection Protocol instead protects the United States from 
illegal entry but did nothing to protect asylum seekers. Instead, it placed 
thousands of migrants in dangerous areas that threaten their safety and well-
being. Many individuals that were unable to remain in Mexico were found dead 
trying to cross illegally due to the low acceptance rate, of individuals that were 
grated a hearing. Under the MPP it is almost impossible for anyone applying for 
asylum to be granted asylum. “From 42,012 cases that were submitted, 638 
cases were granted asylum.”19 Asylum-seekers that apply for asylum under the 
MPP, were left without any further information after the MPP program was 
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terminated. Asylum's seekers that declare asylum while they were detained, were 
sent back to Mexico but far from there hearing location. The problem with 
sending individuals back to Mexico expose them to violent crimes as stated by 
the American immigration counsel “there were at least 1,314 cases of rape and 
kidnapping Assault and other crimes committed against asylum seekers, when 
the research was made, there has been an increase since then.”20 There are 
more crimes that have not been accounted due to fear that they will be targeted 
or killed.  
Thousands of individuals are still awaiting on the status of their cases, 
even though hearings had to be paused due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Due to 
the global pandemic, people have been waiting for over two years to receive 
information on their status. MPP has caused more damage than good to asylum 
seekers that are fleeing unbearable living conditions in their home countries. It 
has violated United States immigration law, by removing asylum seekers form 
the United States and forcing them to remain in Mexico while they wait for the 
hearing. This program did not provide a safe place for immigrants and did not 
provide lawyers to asylum seekers. MPP did contribute to an increase of deaths 
and deportations along the United States and Mexico border. The name of the 
policy makes it seem like asylum seekers are safe, but the number of individuals 
that have been displaced, kidnapped, rape, and assault states otherwise.  
 




Humans Rights First, shares the stories of the horror's asylum seekers are 
facing. The United States placed asylum seekers in locations with high criminal 
activity such as Tijuana, Matamoros, Ciudad Juarez and other Mexican cities 
along the U.S. and Mexico border. Asylum seekers that presented strong cases 
were sent back to Mexico, where they were tortured and killed. A family feared 
returning to Mexico since they did not feel safe. Multiple stories of asylum 
seekers have been made public of the torture and violence that has been 
committed against them: a father was killed and torture in Tijuana, two women 
were repeatedly raped in Ciudad Juárez, a woman was kidnapped and raped by 
Mexican officials, women were forced into sexual slavery, children and families 
have disappeared.21 These are just a few of the stories that have been shared, of 
the horror’s asylum seekers have encountered under the MPP program.  
The introduction of the Migrant Protection Protocol program: Remain in 
Mexico, was never intended to protect migrants. Instead, it was a strategical plan 
to deter asylum seeker away for the bored to prevent illegal crossings of humans 
and contraband. As stated in the Homeland Security, MPP document “their 
mission is to secure the border enforce immigration, and custom laws, allow legal 
trade and travel, while protecting the border from traffickers, smuggles, criminal 
organizations, drugs and illegal contraband.”22 As shown by the data the ones 
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who suffered the consequences of this policy were innocent people, who were 
fleeing their country due to crime, political, and financial instability.  
If unable to prove that they are facing death or torture upon returning to 
Mexico, they are to remain or be returned to Mexico under the Migrant Protection 
Protocol program. I argue that United States Migrant Protection Protocol 
program: remain in Mexico policy, is exposing asylum seekers to dangerous 
environments. Many fall victims of violent crimes, human trafficking, at the hands 
of criminal groups or government officials. Asylum-seekers do not have a safe 
location to stay in Mexico thus increasing for crimes to be committed against 
migrants. Drug trafficking organizations have longed preyed on vulnerable 
individuals. Recently deported migrants and asylum seekers are in danger of 
falling victims of cartels. 
Asylum 
 The asylum process can take months in some cases longer than a year 
due to the number of applications that are submitted and backlogs. 
Undocumented migrants that have been apprehended and removed from the 
United States, but those file for asylum in many cases have been relocated to 
unknown areas further from the border. Without the mode of transportation many 
asylum seekers are unable to return to their hearing court date. Prior to the 
establishment of the MPP, asylum seekers would request protection at the 
United States border. There are two ways asylum seekers can apply for asylum: 




under the care of border patrol. Undocumented immigrants who are 
apprehended set for deportation must claim asylum if they fear that they will be 
killed if returned to Mexico. They are then interviewed to assess the gravity of 
their situation to be consider. However, this process is not the best way to 
examine if a person is in danger the interview process, is flawed as it is denied or 
approved based on the credibility of the statement.23 It fails to identify if a person 
is truly in danger. 
Asylum Process There two different processes for asylum seekers can 
apply for depending on their status. Applicants applying under affirmative do not 
have an order of immediate deportation and can submit their application for 
review. Applicants filing under defensive, apply for asylum while in custody to be 
deported. The case is then review for the final decision. However, applicants 
filing under defensive do not at times have proper representation. “Attorneys are 
not provided; it is the applicants responsibility to find the mode to be 
represented.” 24 The fate of the asylum seeker heavily relies on the interview 
conducted by the border patrol officer. Judge then revives the evidence to grant 
or deny asylum to the applicant.  
 Language barriers and lack of education also affects the process of 
obtaining asylum. Individuals who are no fluent in English or Spanish have a 
lower chance of obtaining asylum. For example, Cabot shares an example about 
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how an asylum seeker was unable to communicate with the border patrol officers 
due to language barrier. Her story is one of the thousands of asylum seekers that 
have been denied asylum due to the language barriers, lack of education, or 
imposed fear. Asylum seekers have also been turned away by Custom and 
Border Patrol officers, they are denied of their rights to seek asylum. Even 
though it is illegal “asylum seekers are threatened by Customs and Border Patrol 
officers to be incarcerated, separated from their families, and denied their right to 
file for asylum.”25 Fear of being separate from their loved ones or being 
incarcerated are two of the many reasons that contribute to the increase of 
deportations while violating their rights to seek asylum.  
The asylum application process has become ineffective and asylum 
seekers are met with long wait times to have their case reviewed and processed. 
It relies on a single interview to determine if the person is eligible. If the interview 
is inconsistent, regardless of how strong their evidence is they are denied. Prior 
to the Remain in Mexico policy undocumented immigrants apprehended at the 
border or near the border we detained in detention centers, and not expected to 
wait in Mexico. The process is the same, asylum seekers are still requiring 
waiting for their hearing. They are placed at a nonprofit organization, stay with 
family members, or remain in the detention centers. Asylum seekers, find 
detention centers traumatic experience, causing many to withdraw from the 
 




process and get deported. 26 Methods used by the U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services are flawed as seen in this research asylum seekers are 
denied or force to withdraw due to the stressful, expensive, and complicated 
process.  
America’s immigration policies have been established based on racist and 
violent events that have placed the blame immigrants. Migration is seen as a 
threat for the American sovereignty and the economy, asylum seekers are seen 
no different. After September 11, 2001, the USA Patriot Act27 prohibited 
individuals with any connection to terrorist organizations from obtaining asylum.28 
The USA Patriot Act did affect how asylum seekers are treated and overall, the 
rate of approval for asylum. TRAC Reports, reported that asylum denial rates 
continue to increase. It was found that 73.7 percent were declined asylum, and 
only 26.3 in the year of 2020 were granted asylum (TRAC Report, 2020).29 
Increase of denial against asylum seekers, makes the United States more prone 
to illegal crossing and deaths along the Southern U.S. border. States from Latin 
America have the highest denial rate, Mexico is the fourth country with the most 
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denials only 15.0% of asylum cases are granted (TRAC Report, 2020).30  Fifteen 
percent approval rate is very low for the year of 2020.  
Overall, the asylum process is flawed because it fails to properly identify 
asylum seekers that are fleeing persecution. The increase of denial rates in 
asylum exposes migrant to violent crimes. Asylum denial also impacts illegal 
migration, as many people turn to the Sonoran Desert of Arizona to enter the 
United States illegally. Crime, political instability, and poverty are just some of the 
many reasons why individuals decided to migrate. Those to factors are some of 
the major reasons that affect the living conditions of the people, thus forcing 
many to relocate and seek asylum.  
Globalization 
Introduction 
To understand immigration, we must understand how Globalization 
impacts migration. There are push and pull factors that encourages or forces 
people to relocate. As Fedorak states in his book Global Issues: A Cross Cultural 
Perspective, “push factors initiate migration patterns due to limited economic 
opportunities such as low wages, unemployment, not having access to financial 
growth. Political instability, government corruption, war-torn countries, famine 
and natural disasters pushes people to migrate.”31 Pull factors also encourage 
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people to migrate, “immigrants can find employment, political stability, safety, and 
limited government interference in other countries or states.”32 Globalization has 
impacted migration; the implementation of policies does influence the flow of 
people from one country to another. The North Free Trade Agreement of 1992 
(NAFTA) eliminated tariffs and increased net exports to provide cheaper prices, 
but Mexico’s ability to provide low prices negatively impacted the wage of 
workers.  
North American Free Trade Agreement  
NAFTA plays a big role on the economy between the United States and 
Mexico. After the agreement between countries was established, Mexico became 
part of Americas largest exporters. It is beneficial to the United States to have 
Mexico as their trading partner due to the fast and inexpensive process of 
exporting and importing items across the U.S. and Mexico border. It does not 
require items to be exported and imported overseas and it does take less time 
and money to transport though land. The NAFTA agreement highly benefited 
corporations but took a toll on workers both in the United States and Mexico. 
Thousands lost their jobs in the United States as factories relocated across 
borders. NAFTA contributed to migration, due to the low wages and labor laws 
that are not enforced to protect workers.  
Under the North Free Trade Agreement, the United States was able to 
profit from Mexico’s resources. As Massey states, the U.S. was able to “access 
 




Mexico’s economy, agriculture, energy, textile, and manufacturing sectors, while 
preventing Mexico form accessing the U.S. sectors.”33 This is a one-way affair 
that highly benefited the United States. Mexico was not met with the same 
fairness; in fact, it was restricted from obtaining further access to the United 
States. Not having the same access as the United States affected Mexico’s 
economy, thus impacting the lives of its citizens. The decrease of value in 
Mexico’s rural areas contributed to the increase of migration.  
As the United States reaped of all the benefits, Mexico’s citizens were left 
with the difficult decision to sell their lands, animals, homes to seek better 
opportunities in the North. The decrease in value to Mexico’s labor market, 
accelerated migration. To decrease migration, the United States invested billions 
of dollars to secure and protect the United States and Mexico border. Massey 
explains that the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) budget grew from 
$1.6 billion to $6.2 billion in span of 9 years.34 Mexico’s border became highly 
enforced to decrease and prevent immigration. NAFTA impacted the prices of 
produce and items that it made it difficult for owners to hire people at a fair wage. 
The NAFTA agreement decreased the living standards for both the U.S. and 
Mexican wage worker while enforcing the border. 
The establishment of NAFTA and militarization of the border was a recipe 
for disaster. Mexican citizens way of life started to decrease due to cheap labor. 
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In return to seek a better life, individuals migrated to the United States to 
establish their lives. Migration would fluctuate prior to NAFTA, Mexican citizens 
would travel to the U.S. to work, but would go back to Mexico. In 1994 the Border 
Strategic Plan was introduced to protect and deter undocumented migrants to the 
desert. Instead of migrating back and forth, many undocumented immigrants 
settled in the United States due to the increase risks of crossing the border. 
NAFTA and the militarization of the border have contributed to the increase of 
death across the United States and Mexico border. Primarily, illegal migration did 
increase due to the lack of opportunities and increasing economic gap. The 
figure below shows the increasing between the south and north after 1994.35  
 





Figure 1.2 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Gap between Mexico and the United 
States after NAFTA was established. 
Without Financial assistance to Mexico, GDP grew from $17,700 in 1986 to 
$24,100 in 2004.36    
Douglas Massey. “How Europe’s Trade Model Could Solve Americas 
Immigration Problem,” Miller McCune, 2008, 36.  
 
 
The Gross Domestic Product gap increased between 1994 and 2004, 
leaving financial gap between Mexico and the United States economy. The 
increasing gap between the two countries was due to be unequal establishment 
which primarily benefited the United States corporations over Mexico’s labor 
sector. In doing so, small businesses in Mexico could not compete with the 
United States corporations. As a result, Mexican citizens migrated to the North to 
find jobs. NAFTA’s free trade agreement does have its benefits; consumers are 
 




able to buy items at a cheaper price. Does the cost out weight the damaged it 
has caused? Corporations relocated their factories to Mexico, where they could 
produce goods at cheaper price. It affects both the United States factory worker 
and Mexico’s family businesses.  
In the United States, factory workers lost their jobs due to the relocation of 
corporations over the southern border. The effects that we do not see in the 
United States is how NAFTA affected workers southern of the border. As a result 
of the loss of value in the land, families lost their farms, got paid low wages, and 
were given no benefits or protection. Migration began to increase because 
families were searching for better job opportunities and pay. Migration increased 
from 1 million in 1970 to 9.4 million in 2000.37 With the increase of migration, we 
also began to see an increase of funds being diverted towards the southern 
border. Also, there start to be increase of human right violations, and 
undocumented immigrants labeled and treated as criminals due to their illegal 
entry into the United States. 
The number of deportations rose after 1994 compared to previous years. 
With an increase of undocumented migration there is also an increase of 
deportations and heightened security across the border. Funds were directed to 
the Southern border for border patrol agents, technologies, and other resources 
that could contribute deterring immigrants to the Sonoran Desert of Arizona and 
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prevent illegal crossings. U.S. policies enforced areas in major entry ports, while 
diverting people to areas more rural, but the risks of death are evident.38After 
1992, many families have been separated at the border due to death, crime, or 
apprehensions. Families' separation has increased after NAFTA, at the beginning 
of the establishment of NAFTA the migration pattern was mostly male who would 
travel back and forth for work. However, after 1994, with the increase of dangers 
along the Southern border many families immigrated and established themselves 
in the United States.  
Strict policies were implemented in 1994 to prevent undocumented 
migration after NAFTA was introduced. It was not until 2000 that migration 
patterns started to decrease. Increasing border militarization contributed to the 
deaths of thousands of immigrants, however migration did not decrease instantly. 
Border security did make it far more difficult for illegal crossings, by increasing 
surveillance and providing funding to employ border patrol agents. It is possible 
that over time as funding and technologies advanced that border enforcement did 
impact migration due to monetary cost and physical danger. 39 
Migration patterns did change and will continue to change as new policies 
are introduced. Even though NAFTA did increase migration, policies in place that 
protected the border made if difficult and dangerous for individuals to migrate. 
The economy is one of the main factors that affected migration patterns, in 2000 
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undocumented migration stated to decline as stated the Pew Research Center.40 
One of the major contributors to the decline of undocumented migration was the 
2008 recession. In 2008, the recession impacted the life of undocumented 
citizens in the United States. There was no to little opportunity for financial 
stability because of the recession. Unemployment reached its highest during the 
recession. The unemployment rate in 2009 was at 10%41 which affected sectors 
that employ immigrant workers. Less economic opportunities did contribute to the 
decline in migration. Mexican citizens employed in construction lost their jobs, 
which initially employed 32% of immigrant male workers.42 Job loss resulted in 
the decline of migration, and an increase of reverse migration. As a result of the 
few economic opportunities Mexican citizens returned to their home country. 
Within the period of 20 years, we can see the shifts between migration. 
Patterns and increase of death across the southern border. Prior to the 
establishment of NAFTA undocumented immigrants would travel to the United 
States to work in unskilled job sectors. Even though the United States 
experienced shifting migration patterns after the establishment of NAFTA, 
migration started to decrease as new policies were introduced that made it 
difficult to cross the border illegally. Not only did NAFTA create a large economic 
gap between the two countries, but it also failed to prevent the movement of 
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corporations from the United States to Mexico, affecting thousands of both U.S. 
and Mexico's working class.  
The North American Free Trade Agreement has been successful in 
increase the United States economy. Mexico in contrast has suffered from the 
increasing economic gap. At the beginning of the establishment of NAFTA, there 
is an influx of undocumented migration. However, the 2008 recession and 
reinforcement and introduction of new border policies undocumented migration 
rates begun to decrease. NAFTA has played a huge role on human migration, 
the economy, jobs, and indirectly contributed to the abuses of workers in Mexico 
by allowing free trade and allowing corporations to relocate outside of the United 
States to take advantage of cheap labor. Even though it allowed countries to 
focus on the production of goods that they were good at, it also created 
competition in goods that both countries were good at. Ultimately producing the 
same good at a cheaper price financially benefited corporation. This influenced 
the relocation of factories to Mexico. 
Maquiladoras 
The Bracero program of 194243, led to an increase of migration to the 
North because of job opportunities. Due to the increase of migration to the North, 
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Mexico established maquiladoras to provide jobs and help relief unemployment.44 
However, it was not until after 1994 with the establishment of NAFTA that 
maquiladoras became one of Mexico’s top employment sectors. After NAFTA, 
was introduced corporations relocated to Mexico to produce goods at a cheaper 
labor rate. With restrictions and employee protections in the United States, it 
became expensive to produce goods in United States and sell them at a cheaper 
price. Mexico become one the top largest exporters to the United States, that 
relied on human labor to make cheap exports possible. 
Without tariffs and taxes being imposed on items exported, corporations 
relocated to the Northern part of Mexico an established jobs for Mexican citizens. 
The relocation of the factories to Mexico, created conflicts that have had a 
negative impact of the lives of the working class. American citizens lost their jobs 
in the United States, while Mexican citizens worker protections are not enforced. 
Workers often face long hours, little pay, no breaks, and often mistreated by the 
employers. Producing items at a fast pace is extremely important due to the high 
demand of goods. Esteban Flores shares the story of Rosa Moreno a worker in 
the maquiladoras, who was severely hurt by the machinery in the factory. Due to 
malfunctions of the machinery, Rosa Moreno accident resulted in complete loss 
of both hands.45 Accidents like Ms. Moreno’s are nothing out of the ordinary, in 
fact there is thousands of cases of workers that have been hurt severely. 
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Corporations do not act to protect workers instead; they are simply replaced 
without paying them a fair amount for the damages caused. 
Their horrifying stories are just some of the injustices many Mexican 
citizens face in maquiladoras. Workers are often not paid enough and are 
exposed to many dangers. With the establishment of NAFTA, new employment 
opportunities and improving work conditions were expected. Instead, 
employment in maquiladoras resulted in workers and human rights violations. 
Workers can be easily taken advantage of because they are not educated, live in 
poverty without access to a car or cellphone, and are less likely to report any 
accidents.46 Accidents that occur often do not get reported due to fear of losing 
their job. Loopholes allow corporations to get away with human right violations, 
as enforcing proper working conditions and wages is not a priority. The 
production of goods at as fast pace is the more important than human life. 
Employees from Mexico are paid below established national wage and unsafe 
working conditions, which pushes individuals to seek better employment 
opportunities in the United States.  
Maquiladoras pose a danger to the environment and health of the workers 
and those who live near a factory. Chemicals that are known to cause birth 
defects, cancer, respiratory issues, and other server health problems are used 
and disposed of without caution or protective gear. Working conditions in 
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maquiladoras can be compared to those of a nineteenth century U.S. 
sweatshop.”47 Conditions inside maquiladoras are not up to standards, 
employees are denied their right to take breaks, sanitation and protection lack. 
Outside of the maquiladoras waste discarded runs off into rivers contaminating 
communities thus causing pollution and environmental harm. Even though 
wasted is required to be discarded of properly, waste is discarded without 
consequence due to the lack of reinforcement. 
The goal is to produce the maximum output without losing money. For low 
prices to be obtainable, low wages, unsafe working conditions, pollution, and no 
protections are the costs of obtaining cheap products. Human right violations and 
low wages forces many to seek relief from their current situation and migrate. 
Maquiladoras hire unskilled workers, many of those unskilled prefer to work in 
the United States, where they can obtain better pay and employee protections. 
Working conditions in the United States are not great for undocumented 
immigrants, but workers that are employed in maquiladoras would rather work in 
the United States. In fact, Mexican citizens that work in maquiladoras migrate to 
avoid discrimination, intensive work, instability, and poor worker protections.48 
Maquiladoras have also served as a gateway for Mexican citizens to obtain legal 
documents to enter the United Sates.  
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Migration patterns have changed after the termination of the Bracero 
program, the demand for unskilled workers shifted to admitting skilled workers 
into the United States. After the militarization of the United States and Mexico 
border, the approval for unskilled workers to enter the United States legally 
declined. This resulted in unskilled workers entering the United States illegally 
and legally to work unskilled jobs. However, maquiladoras have facilitated 
unskilled workers to obtain documents to enter the United States legally. The 
establishment of maquiladoras in the northern part of Mexico allows for 
employees to benefit from the economic opportunities that are presented. This 
allows for those working in maquiladoras to have an opportunity of migrating and 
working in the U.S. Mexican citizens migrate to the north to work in maquiladoras 
which then provides the opportunity to migrate to the United States.49 
While NAFTA did benefit corporations, and increased employment in 
Mexico, however working conditions in maquiladoras deteriorated because of 
incentivizing fast and cheap production of goods. Corporations do not protect 
workers; laws are not enforced to provide a safe working environment for 
employees. A various of human rights violations are committed, which influences 
the migration of Mexico citizens to the United States in search of better 
opportunities, stability, higher wages, and workers protections. Policies 
established have affected individuals' lives and their environment. The 
establishment of maquiladoras has brought employment opportunities to the 
 




Northern part of Mexico, but laws are not enforced to protect the workers and 
environment. Poor living and working conditions encourage Mexican citizens to 
migrate in search of a better life.  
Neoliberalism. Neoliberalism benefits the one percent population 
(corporations), while the people in developing countries become stuck in the 
middle-income gap. For example, as mentioned the North American Free Trade 
Agreement gave corporations more freedoms, at the cost of the American wage 
workers. Corporations were able to establish factories in Mexico, that would allow 
them to produce the maximum amount of outcome at a minimum cost. NAFTA 
did benefits corporations but left devastating effects on the poorer communities. 
Wages in Mexico are incredibly low that individuals do not make enough money 
to make ends meet. Low wages, no healthcare benefits or employee protections, 
are some of the main push factors that encourage individuals to immigrate. 
Underdeveloped nations are not able to thrive, as they become stalled due to 
neoliberalism policies. Neoliberalism has increased social inequality and widened 
the inequality gap between the upper and lower class.  
Neoliberalism is defined as “the ideology and policy model that 
emphasizes the value of free market competition.”50 There are various ways to 
define neoliberalism, but it is the association of economic policies with free global 
trade. The term neoliberalism has been around since the 20th century, but once 
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again became popular in 1980, as free market was highly encouraged. 
Deregulation and privatization policies have allowed for a free market without the 
involvement of the government. It was initially intended to create prosperity for 
all, instead it created a system that disproportionately affected those in poverty. 
NAFTA in fact the best example, under the North Free Trade Agreement tariffs 
and taxes that would otherwise be implemented on exports and imports with 
removed. This would encourage trade and increase the availability of goods at 
inexpensive price, create jobs, and improve the economy. NAFTA did create jobs 
in Mexico but offered lower wages. It did provide goods and products at a lower 
price, but it required longer work hours without overtime or benefits. And it did 
increase the economy for the United States, which resulted in increased 
migration.  
As a result of neoliberal policies that are imbedded within NAFTA, 
Mexican citizens are suffering poverty that is due the policies that prioritize free 
market over workers well-being. Blame then falls on working class for not being 
able to raise out of poverty, when systematically they are being put in that 
position. “Neoliberalism pressures the working class to find solutions to the lack 
of health care, education, and social security without government assistance, 
then blames them for not being able to obtain prosperity.”51 Neoliberalism 
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policies managed to create a system that benefits from the working class without 
consequence. Big corporations have the power (money) to do as they please in 
Mexico since workers protections laws are not enforced.  
Mexico’s neoliberal development had a devastating effect on farmers. One 
of the examples that is explained used by many other intellectuals, was the 
inability of family-owned farms to complete with corporations. This led to the 
bankruptcy and property loss of Mexican farmers. For example, pig farms were 
affected to the point of complete closure. Farm owner could not afford to sell the 
meat cheap price and make enough money to invest back into the farm. “Small 
farmers had to sell out to the agribusinesses that was coming in.”52 Small family-
owned farms were not producing enough to sustain their household. The market 
shifted to produce goods fast and cost efficient to satisfy the demand. Increase of 
goods at a cheaper price, came with a negative outcome for small farmers and 
the working class. Unable to sustain their lives in Mexico, due to the free market, 
free trade, and establishment of big corporation's Mexican citizens were forced to 
migrate.  
The establishment of neoliberal policies has increased inequalities across 
countries after 1980.53 Big corporations have benefited from neoliberal policies 
as well as the economy in the United States. Mexico’s in contrast inequality gap 
increased, leaving the working classes in bad position. Those affect by the 
 
52 Vincent Pham, “The NAFTA Flu,” 6. 




neoliberal policies face financial challenges that impact the opportunity to remove 
themselves from the increasing poverty they are experiencing. Accumulation of 
wealth is valued more than human rights, without government intervention and 
regulations those who are most vulnerable are taken advantage of. Without 
government intervention, poverty rises due to the lack of representation and 
protections. Most importantly neoliberalism fails to acknowledge that policies 
established to contribute to structural poverty.  
Militarization of the United States and Mexico Border 
Introduction 
 Border policies have contributed to the influx of illegal migration 
during the early 1940’s. The Bracero Program encouraged Mexican Citizens to 
work in the agriculture business legally. As thousands of Mexican citizens made 
their way to the United States with legal paperwork, thousands crossed illegal to 
work. It is not until after 1950’s under the Operation Wetback that we begin to 
see an increase of border security and deportations. Militarization of the border is 
due to various reasons: fear of external attacks is one of the major reasons why 
the border has been militarized, and to reduce crime and prevent the illegal 
transportation of drugs and other illegal items, among other reasons. The 
militarization of the Southern border wall has become a controversial topic. In 
effort to protect the border, billions of dollars have been redirected to enforce 
border security. Increase of Border Patrol Officers, building the wall, and new 




Militarization of the wall has contributed to human right violations and increase of 
death across the Sonoran Desert of Arizona.  
Operation Wetback, 1954 
Operation Wetback54 targeted Mexican citizens in what would be one of 
the more organized operations that targeted undocumented immigrants. 
Deportation operation based its reasons on racist and stereotypical ideologies. 
Relied heavily on inciting fear to scare undocumented immigrants back to 
Mexico. Immigrants were viewed as criminals and as a threat to United States 
sovereignty. What made this operation unique, was that it was strategically 
planned to deport thousands of immigrants. Different modes of transportations 
were used to relocate immigrants into Mexican states further from the border. 
Media was also highly involved by creating propaganda that inflicted fear to 
discourage illegal migration and encourage undocumented immigrants to return 
to Mexico. Operation Wetback is extremely important to the development and 
militarization for the Southern border. Methods that were used in this operation 
are still being used today.  
 
54 Under the supervision of U.S. Attorney General Herbert Brownell, Operation Wetback 1954 
was designed to deport thousands of immigrants. Border patrol officers engaged in a series of 
raids to round up Mexican citizens in what would be one of the largest deportations during the 
1950’s. 
Kelly L. Hernández, "The Crimes and Consequences of Illegal Immigration: A Cross-Border 










As result of the Bracero Program, thousands of Mexican citizens were 
admitted to the United States to work. With job opportunities thousands more 
enter illegally to work in the agriculture business. The influx migration to the 
North, resulted in Operation Wetback. Immigrants were never really welcomed, 
they were exploited for their labor, and treated wrongly. Braceros faced 
discrimination, they were not allowed in public areas with whites, “No dogs, No 
Negros, No Mexicans”55 signs would be posted outside of entertainment 
locations. They were taken advantage of by forcing them to work long hours with 
little pay in the scorching heat. Eighty-eight braceros died of heatstroke, during 
the round up.56 Communities and work locations were raided, those who were 
Mexican Citizens were deported. According to the data around 1.3 million 
Mexican citizens were reported.57 Train, cars, airplane were all used as modes of 
transportation to deport workers. This would become one of the major 
deportation operations of its time.  
Operation Wetback deportation operations was what seems to the 
beginning of an organized and more strict operation to militarized border. 
Techniques used during the operation have been implemented in current 
deportation scenarios. Immigrants are also deported to different areas in Mexico 
as a strategy to prevent them from entering back into the United States illegally. 
 
55 Ronald L. Mize, and Alicia C.S. Swors. Consuming Mexican Labor: From the Bracero Program to 
NAFTA. (University of Toronto Press, 2011), 27, JSTOR. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.3138/j.ctt2ttpgc.10.  
56  Ronald Mize, Consuming Mexican Labor, 35. 




This operation has been used a guide that further influences future border 
policies. The abuses Mexican citizens faced during that operation are also some 
of the abuses that are being carried out in current border policies.  
The Wall  
Both Mexico and the United States have large populations and cities along 
the border. To separate and control entry between the two countries the wall was 
constructed as physical barrier. The wall has been under construction and 
expanding throughout the twentieth and twenty-first century. It has gained 
significant importance throughout different Presidencies and events that have 
affected the United States. What began as a barrier that divided the land of two 
countries, has now attracted global attention due to racial connotation. The 
establishment of the wall is a visual representation of two countries being divided 
is more of a symbol of protection than and actual barrier that stops migration. 
The wall was established along major cities leaving the unincorporated areas and 
desert terrains without much protection and policing. It has been strategically 
placed in areas where immigrants cross to prevent illegal crossings. 
The United States and Mexico border stretches from California all the way 
to Texas a total of 1,954 miles.58 It is not until the 1990’s that the border becomes 
heavily militarized. In 1933, under Bill Clinton’s presidency, money is allocated to 
 





build a border wall across San Diego and Tijuana to reduce illegal migration.59 It 
is not until after the signing of NAFTA and September 11, 2001, that the border 
become heavily militarized. Millions of dollars were allocated to the construction 
of the border wall in the late 1990’s. Physical barriers were placed in areas with 
high traffic to help contain immigration. Migration instead shifted to areas with 
lower security areas like the Rio Grande and Sonora Desert. The construction of 
the border wall did help reduce immigration, but it also deterred migrants to 
harsher terrains. The border wall is symbolic in the sense that it does not 
necessary stop undocumented immigration, but instead discourages immigration. 
Establishing a physical barrier between the two countries was the beginning of a 
violent strategy to prevent illegal crossings. 
  
 
59 Cromer, Alisa. “Brief History: A Timeline of the U.S. Border Wall,” Worldstir, 





Figure 1.3 United States and Mexico Border Wall Locations 
The map above shows the establishment of physical barriers along the United 
States Southern Border.  
Mark, Michelle et.al., “As the Government Shutdown Over Trump's Border Wall 
Rages, a Journey Along the Entire 1,933-Mile US-Mexico Border Shows the 
Monumental Task of Securing it,” Insider, (2019).  
 
 
  Figure 1.3 shows the border barriers that have been constructed 
as of 2019. Notice Texas does not have any pedestrian of vehicles barriers. 
Instead, Rio Grande serves as a natural barrier between Mexico and Texas. 
Arizona is another example of the using the land as a natural barrier. Arizona 
only has vehicle barriers, to stop motorized vehicles from entering, that does not 
stop migrants from walking through. Instead, the harsh environment conditions 
serve as an instrument to prevent illegal crossings. Another example is Rio 
Grande along Texas and Mexico, according to the United States border patrol 
number of deaths have increase from 1998 to 2018, while attempting to cross the 




in 2012 it reaches its highest at 144 and decreases in 2018 to 96.60 The exact 
number of deaths across the Southern Border is unclear due to the 
environmental components that impact the decomposition of the human body. 
During the winter bodies in the Arizona Desert are more likely to retain their 
appearance, but during the summer decomposes faster.61 Other factors play a 
role in decomposition of the body such as wild animals. The number of bodies 
discovered is only a fraction of the deaths because of the militarization of border 
that strategically deterred immigrants.  
The border also serves as a symbolic gesture of the racial ideologies that 
have been imbedded on the United States migration policies. Stereotypical 
norms have influenced the way undocumented immigrants are viewed. 
Immigrants are labeled as drug dealers, criminals, and often seen as a threat to 
the economy and America's sovereignty. Building the U.S. and Mexico Border 
wall was believed to keep Mexicans away and stop the illegal flow of drugs.62 
The establishment of the wall was based on racist rhetoric that has long been 
used to inflict fear among the American people to justify the violent policies, and 
abuses committed against migrants along the Southern border.  
 
60United States Department of Homeland Security, “Southwest Border Deaths by Fiscal Year,” 
United States Custom and Border Protection, Accessed June 25, 2021.  
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/assets/documents/2019-Mar/bp-southwest-border-sector-
deaths-fy1998-fy2018.pdf 
61 Allison Galloway, “Decay rates of human remains in an arid environment,” Journal of Forensic 
Sciences, Vol. 34, No. 3, 1989, 607. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/2738563/  
62Jorge A. Bustamante, “Demystifying the United States--Mexico Border.” The Journal of American 




Families have been separated by the establishment and militarization of 
the border wall. Physical border has caused emotional distressed to the 
thousands of families that have been deported and separated by the wall. 
Undocumented immigrants have lived in the United States for years, many of 
which have established their lives, contribute to the economy, and build a family. 
To protect the United States, undocumented immigrants are targeted for living in 
America without proper documentation. U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) has deported on average day they conduct 509 removal and 
manage 3.26 million immigration cases.63 ICE oversees raiding homes and 
deporting undocumented immigrants. Deportation of immigrants results in family 
separations, that cause emotional distress, financial instability, and affects 
children even post reunification.64 Policies behind the building of the wall cause 
harm, not only for those that are migrating but also for families that cannot be 
with their loved ones.  
The United States and Mexico border wall has long been a controversial 
topic. Millions of dollars have been spent to you build the wall, when the money 
could be allocated to other programs that benefit the American people. Due to 
the increasing fear that immigrants are transporting illegal substances, and threat 
to the economy the wall continues to get funds to complete it. The border is 
 
63 United States Department of Homeland Security, “Keeping America Safe,” United States and 
Customs Enforcement, Accessed June 27, 2021.https://www.ice.gov  
64Jonna Dreby, “U.S. Immigration Policy and Family Separation: The Consequences for 





placed to ensure economic security in this case it is to protect the United States. 
Border wall has indeed contributed to the violation of human rights and deaths. It 
was strategically placed to protect major entry points and included vehicle 
barriers in areas with harsh terrains. It is a strategical plan placed by the Border 
Patrol to help maintain border secure.  
Deterrence on the United States and Mexico Border 
 Mexican immigrants migrate due to push and pull factors. Over the years 
NAFTA that has led influx migration towards the United States. To protect the 
bored, the Border Patrol introduced the Border Patrol Strategic Plan 1994 and 
Beyond to help secure the border. Due to the decrease in acceptance rates, 
asylum seekers are denied legal entry. Leaving them with the difficult decision to 
return home, face hunger, even death or try to cross the border illegally. 
Individuals who have been denied legal entry, have later died trying to cross the 
border through the desert terrain or Rio Grande. Thousands have died on their 
journey, before reaching their American Dream. Government policies are 
established to protect the border from smuggling, sex trafficking, external threats, 
etc., however through the Border Strategic Plan of 1994 and Beyond is 
concentrating in discouraging illegal migration through increasing deaths. 
Protection through deterrence is a crucial topic of research as the death of 
immigrants crossing the Mexican border continue to rise.  
Border Strategic Plan 1994 and Beyond. The Border Strategic Plan 1994 




Border. Under this policy, U.S. Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) proposed a 
plan that would strategically reinforce major ports of entry, such as the San Diego 
and Tijuana ports of entry to deter undocumented immigrants to areas with 
environments that pose as natural barriers. Migrants crossing through rural areas 
“can find themselves in mortal danger.”65 The weather is another factor that can 
play a deadly role on immigrants' deaths, the Sonoran Desert of Arizona can 
reach temperatures higher than 115 degrees Fahrenheit during the Summer, and 
extreme cold during the winter that could fall below 30 degrees Fahrenheit in 
areas along the border. CBP clearly states that their mission is  
“To secure and protect external boundaries of the United States, 
preventing illegal entry and detecting, interdicting, and apprehending 
undocumented entrants, smugglers, contraband, and violators of other 
laws. (CPB, 1994).”66 
 
Prevention through deterrence strategy consisted of enforcing major entry ports 
by hiring more personnel, obtaining equipment, and technologies and deterring 
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Figure 1.4 United States Customs and Border Patrol Strategy Map 
Figure 1.4 is a map designed by CBP that shows the areas of concentration. 
United States Department of Homeland Security. United States Border Patrol. 
Border Patrol Strategic Plan 1994 and Beyond, (1994), 16.  
 
 
Deaths Along the Sonoran Desert of Arizona. Netflix documentary 
Immigration Nation directed by Christina Clusiau and Shaul Schwarz show the 
chilling reality of the horror's immigrants face. In episode 6, “Prevention Through 
Deterrence” a body is found by the border patrol officers, the young man is found 
frozen in the desert,67 he is one of the few migrants that identified. Many families 
never know what happened to their loved ones, they often wonder if they died or 
 
67Daniel Hart, “Immigration Nation episode 6 recap – “Prevention Through Deterrence,” Ready 





fell victims of human trafficking. This documentary allows us to see the violent 
environment undocumented immigrants face while crossing the border. 
Undocumented immigrants travel with a guide known as “coyote,” sadly guides 
do not take responsibility over any injuries, assaults, and even death. While 
traveling they are faced with many obstacles, it is a long walk that pushes the 
body to its limits. The documentary shows the hardships undocumented 
immigrants face in their journey, one group of immigrants was discovered by 
border patrol, to get away one of immigrants who was traveling with the group 
found himself lost in the desert. Another case was a young man who was beaten, 
robbed, and left to die by his guide. He was with another individual, but his 
companion died due to extreme dehydration and exhaustion. He was able to 
survive fifteen days in the desert by eating cactus, until border patrol officers 
found him.68The stories seen on the documentary Immigration Nation are only a 
glimpse of what occurs daily in the U.S. Southern border.  
Anthropologist Jason De León book The Land of Open Graves, examines 
the violence that undocumented immigrants face while crossing the Sonora 
Desert of Arizona. De Leon’s ethnography dives deep into the violent policy 
prevention through deterrence. His findings conclude that deaths are a result of 
the Border Strategic Plan of 1994. It remains unknown exactly how many deaths 
have occurred in the U.S. Southern Border; De León find that a total of 2,771 
 




bodies were recovered from 2000 through September 2014.69 Through his 
ethnography he is able to show the inhumane policies migrants are faced with. 
He is also able to show how these policies affect families and can provide a 
humane point of view by showing evidence and the effects policy prevention 
through deterrence has on undocumented immigrants.   
 





Figure 1.5 Migrant Deaths Recorder form 2000-2019. 
Map by Humane Border Fronteras Compavisas shows the deaths of migrants by 
location. 
Daniel Martinez, et.al. “A Continued Humanitarian Crisis at the Border: 
Undocumented Border Crosser Deaths Recorded by the Pima County Office of 
the Medical Examiner, 1990-2012” (University of Arizona, 2013), 20.  
 
 
Humane Borders Fronteras Compasivas reported that a total of 3,496 
migrant bodies have been recovered from 2000 through 2019.70 Although 
immigration has decreased over the past decade deaths along the Southern 
border continue to increase. Pima County Office of the Medical Examiner 
determine the death of migrants. From 1999 through 2012 exposure has the 
highest percentage of deaths is related to exposure by dehydration or 
 





hypothermia, followed by undetermined due to the decomposition of the body.71 
Death along the Southern border have become a result of the harsh environment 
undocumented immigrants are exposed to. The militarization of the border has 
caused unnecessary deaths, by establishing policies that purposely incite harm. 
No one is being held accountable for the thousands of deaths that are occurring 
in the U.S. Southern Border. 
Human Rights Violations. Upon reviewing the established policies, a 
series of human right violations have been carried out by CBP. However, Dr. 
Guillermo Alonso Menses states that human right violations are a result of the 
policies are isolated deaths, from actual physical harm imposed by a border 
patrol officer.72 No one is taking responsibility for the increasing deaths along the 
U.S. border. By isolating the deaths of undocumented immigrants across the 
U.S. Southern border leaving a loophole open that does not hold anyone 
accountable. It is difficult to determine who should be accountable for the 
thousands of deaths. Border patrol in instances have violated immigrants' rights, 
by failing to state their rights. Immigrant also fallen victims of the brute force that 
is used against them. There are instances that the border patrol officers violate 
Humans Rights Declaration, Article 5 that states “no one should be subjected to 
torture, cruel, inhumane degrading treatment or punishment.”73 Many of those 
 
71 Daniel Martinez, et.al. “A Continued Humanitarian Crisis” 
72 Alonso Meneses, Guillermo. “Human Rights and Undocumented Migration Along the Mexican-
US Border. Journal UCLA law review University of California, Los Angeles. School of Law. Vol. 
51, (2003), 274. 
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cases go unreported due to the fear that is inflicted. Undocumented immigrants 
are treated like criminals, thus using force is seen as a method used by the CBP 
to carry out their job in protecting the border. There have been various human 
rights violations committed against undocumented immigrants. From 1995-1997 
it was found that  
“43% of immigrants experienced brute force, 12% reported 
physical/sexual abuse, 23% verbal abuse, 11% racial slurs, 46% denials 
of food and water, 14% denied medical attention, 21% transported 
recklessly, and 15% were threatened.”74 
 
With recent technological advance it is easier to hold border patrol officers 
accountable for their actions, compared to 1997. Immigrants have faced a series 
human right violation. One of the most recent controversial cases was the death 
of 16-year-old Carlos Gregorio Hernandez Vasquez, who was diagnose as 
having the flu despite of having a high fever.75 In the footage released by CBP it 
shows that the young boy was seen as unconscious for a period, before a border 
patrol officer found him and confirmed his death. Cases like this one are not the 
first and will not be the last until there is change.  
 Human rights violations have long been part of the strategy to 
prevent illegal crossing. Deaths, abuses, kidnappings, are all used as examples 
to discourage immigration without the realization that crimes against humanity 
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are being committed. Because CBP has incited violence to protect the United 
States Border, it is difficult to prove that human rights violations are being 
committed. The establishment of border security policies also come from racist 
ideologies and fear that “justify” the way in which the border is being reinforced. 
Unless someone is held accountable for the deaths and abuse against 
undocumented, human right violations will continue to be committed.  
Department of Homeland Security  
Unlike Operation Wetback 1954, funds were allocated to help secure the 
border after 1990. Even-though border security was on the rise it was not until 
the September 11, 2001, attack76 that national security became one of 
American’s priorities. As a result of the attack the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) was created on overlook “terror attacks, border security, 
immigration and customs, and disaster relief and prevention.”77 Establishment of 
the program focused on securing the border, by providing billions of dollars in 
funding. Under DHS funding for ICE has increased from 3.3 million in 2003 to 8.3 
 
76 September 11, 2001, America fell victim of one of the most catastrophic terrorist attacks that 
the country had ever experienced. Members of the Islamic extremist group Al-Qaeda committed 
crimes against humanity to spread their religious ideologies. Osama Bin Landen was the leader 
of Al-Qaeda Islamic terrorist network, under his command nineteen members of the Islamic group 
engaged in the terrorist acts in an effort inflict fear against the United State government for not 
adhering to strict Islamic religious laws. On September 11, 2001, four airplanes were hijacked by 
the members of the Al-Qaeda Islamic terrorist group. As a result of the attack the four airplanes 
were used as a tool to carry out violence and kill innocent American citizens. Two airplanes 
crashed into the Twin Towers located in New York, one crashed into the West side of the 
Pentagon in Washington D.C., and the fourth plane crashed into a field in Somerset County, 
Pennsylvania. A total of 2, 996 people died because of this terrorist act. 
History Editors, “September 11 Attacks,” History (February 17, 2010), 
https://www.history.com/topics/21st-century/9-11-attacks.  




billion in 2021.78 Billions of dollars are used to higher border patrol officers and 
training, advance technology items like drones, infrared cameras, sensors, 
equipment, modes of transportation, and more. DHS has been a vital 
Government program that contributes to the militarization of the border.  
Money allows for the apprehensions and deportation of immigrants to 
possible. ICE has been able to deport millions of undocumented immigrants by 
raiding home, workspaces, and conducting traffic stops. It has also help with 
human trafficking cases and prevention of illegal substances, by enforcing the 
border. Even though many of the undocumented immigrants that cross the 
border migrate for a better future, they are categorized as criminal for entering 
the United States without legal documentation. Thus, accusing them of a crime to 
legally hold them responsible and impose penalties.  
Criminalization of Immigration in the United States. Criminalization of 
undocumented immigrants is also another tactic used to detain and deport 
immigrants with a criminal offense. Undocumented immigrants migrate to escape 
violence, prosecution, and financial instability. Illegal migration automatically 
labels undocumented immigrants as criminals. Migrants in most cases are 
immigrating in search of better opportunities or to reunite with their families. By it 
dehumanizing undocumented immigrants, it opens doors to a variety of abuses 
against undocumented immigrants. 
 







Under the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 
1996, undocumented immigrants are given penalties for committing crimes or 
stay in the United States for long period of times.79 Undocumented immigrates 
are faced with penalties that consist of being deported for years without being 
able to legally enter the United States or apply for asylum. Policies that 
criminalize immigrants makes it far more difficult for undocumented immigrants to 
obtain citizenship in the future. Studies have shown that criminalization of 
undocumented immigrants is based on racial and stereotypical norms than 
empirical evidence.80 Ewing et. al. through their research shows that majority of 
“criminal” deportations have been made based on illegal immigration. Labeling 
immigrants as criminals in a sense “justifies” the abuses and incarceration in 
detention centers.  
 The illusion of the American dream is filled with promises that are not 
true. Policies established by the United States against Undocumented 
immigrants is only a fraction of the abuses and human right violations that they 
face. These policies do not just protect borders but are strategized plans that 
target undocumented individuals. After reviewing the policies included in this 
thesis research supports that human right violations are committed against 
immigrants. Policies like prevention through deterrence have contributed to 
 
79 United States Congress, Committee of Conference, Illegal Immigration Reform, and Immigrant 
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increase deaths of undocumented immigrants. Like many other scholars I hope 








Introduction: A Policy Analysis 
This thesis is a narrative analysis of the current United States policies that 
are established to protect the southern border. United States policies are 
analyzed throughout this thesis to determine if there is a correlation between 
policies, human rights violations, and migrant’s deaths. I used a variety of 
sources which contributed to my thesis and its findings to determine if the 
correlation exists. Sources used to support my research question included books, 
scholarly journals, news websites, and government websites/official. 
I focused on obtaining my data by utilizing qualitative research, as I was 
unable to obtain quantitative data due to the current COVID-19 pandemic. 
Qualitative data is referred at to the analysis of research and information from 
other sources. Due to the inability to conduct in person interviews, I had to rely 
on what other sources are saying by finding the common themes and using their 
research to support my thesis research question. By using a narrative analysis 
approach, I was able to analyze data to form my conclusion which included both 
text and visuals.  
One important aspect of this research was worth the use of figures which 
included maps and graphs that allow the reader to visually see areas I am 
focusing on in my research. I also included graphs to show the trends of deaths 




States and Mexico. Maps are used to show the geographical area in which the 
border wall is located and the areas in which bodies are found along the United 
States Southern Border. The use of visual data helps the reader connect and 
understand where this is happening, how and why it is possible.  
Research Design 
Educational institutions fail to educate individuals on the United States 
border humanitarian crisis that has been occurring for the past 20 years even 
longer. Even though Intellectual individuals have researched policies that violate 
human rights and contribute to the increase of death along the border, it is not a 
subject that is widely taught. Many misconceptions that surround undocumented 
immigrants influence how American citizens view immigration thus creating false 
narratives that support stereotypes. Research was designed to educate people 
on the lack of accountability, human rights violations, and deaths that are 
accompanied by these policies.I did extensive research that included the analysis 
of official government documents and data collected and published by other 
researchers in scholarly journals. I strictly focused my research on the policies 
created by the United States, specifically immigration policy impacts on Mexican 
immigrants. The common themes I concentrated on were human rights violations 






FINDINGS CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
Research Question 
As stated in the introductory chapter the research question is “How do the 
United States border policies, contribute to the rising deaths, deportations, 
human right violations of undocumented immigrants along the United States 
Mexico border?” As a result, border policies have contributed to the death of 
immigrants by deterring them into harsh environmental terrains that exposes 
them to many dangers. Increased in border security has led to human rights 
violations, which consist of criminalizing immigrants and incarcerating them in 
detention centers. Conditions in detention centers are not humane, and once 
they are deported, they are left in areas far from where they initially enter leaving 
the to fend for themselves without resources.  
Findings  
I was saddened to have found the similar conclusions throughout my 
research. Undocumented migration has decreased drastically, but death along 
the United States Southern border continue to increase. Policies established by 
the United States have contributed to the death of undocumented immigrants 
along the Sothern border. Due to the decrease of asylum acceptance many are 
faced with the difficult decisions of facing death in their home country or try and 




left with the very difficult decision, migrants seeking asylum have fallen victim of 
violent crimes and even death after being declined asylum. Their human rights 
are violated by declining asylum to those that are in true danger.  
The findings show the devastating effects policies have on immigrants. 
Undocumented immigrants fall victims of horrible crimes in their home country. In 
order to get away from the oppression the face at home, they migrate to the 
United States where they are faced with the difficult decision of waiting in hopes 
of obtaining legal entry or crossing illegally through the vast Sonoran Desert of 
Arizona. Crossing illegally exposes immigrants to a series of dangers and even 
death. Like, the examples provided in this research thousands of undocumented 
immigrants do not make it to the United States, the land of  the American Dream.  
Results  
Upon researching I found that United States Immigration policies do 
contribute to the rise of deaths along the United States Southern border. To 
protect the United States economy, the lives of undocumented immigrants are 
exposed to a series of dangers and human rights violations. Policies are 
purposefully established to deter immigrants into harsh terrains that exposes 
them to dangers and even death. Although, the Border Strategic Plan of 1994 
and Beyond clearly states that immigrants will be deterred to areas that will 
cause physical harm the United States in not held accountable for the death that 





Upon evaluating the sources, undocumented immigrants fall victims of 
these policies. The polices that are established are based of racist ideologies and 
stereotypes. Decline asylum approvals have decreased drastically, because it 
requires the applicant to provided credible information that proves they are in 
danger that could result in death. Unskilled workers have lower acceptance rates 
and are more likely to cross illegal due to the inability to obtain legal entry. 
Asylum seekers are declined asylum because their cases do not mee the 
requirements to be consider as a refugee. As states in this thesis many asylum 
seekers face language and education barriers that affects the case. Many 
asylums have been denied wrongfully asylum due to the mistakes committed by 
border patrol officers. A series of human rights violations have been committed, 
however due to the lack of accountability immigrants continue to fall victims of 
these crimes.  
Limitations  
Many limitations were experienced during the time research was done for 
this thesis. One limitation that prevented observation was due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The pandemic has prompted the state government to implement an 
emergency stay-at-home order on March 19, 2020, until further notice. Many 
organizations and businesses that were deemed nonessential were ordered to 
close. With the order in place, individuals were asked to avoid gathering with 




border was also restricted to only allow essential trading between the two 
countries. The stay-at-home order did not allow me to observe regular border 
activity outside of the order. This order also limited me from traveling out to the 
border cities from Mexico such as Tijuana, Mexicali, and San Luis Rio Colorado, 
to observe and interview immigrants affected by U.S. immigration policies. 
The second limitation that was experienced was the lack of tools and 
resources to reach out to individuals, particularly immigrants and individuals who 
do not have access to the internet and devices. Being unable to travel across the 
border and establish a method to communicate prevents me from gathering vital 
information regarding the lives of immigrants currently affected by U.S. 
immigration policies. Another limitation experienced on my paper is the inability 
to have access to immigration detention centers. Detention centers in California 
were also affected by stay-at-home orders and have limited visitation and 
interviews to comply with state mandates. In addition, a significant amount of 
time and money is required to travel to detention centers located at other states 
such as Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. An increase in travel costs, meals, 
lounging, documentation cost, and scheduling would be incurred. 
The many limitations and the pandemic brought many obstacles and 
changes to the policies and practices instated prior to the emergence of Covid-
19. As of now, state and federal agencies, along with organizations, are 
rescinding the stay-at-home orders as we are recovering from the pandemic and 




across the U.S.-Mexico border can be arranged once these agencies and 
organizations are operating as they were prior to the pandemic. 
Future Research 
For additional research to be done, I would be sure to arrange meetings 
and interviews with immigrants currently attempting to gain asylum, detainees, 
legal representatives, and diplomats. Gathering first-hand testimonials from 
people who experience the effects of the U.S. immigration policy provides a clear 
demonstration of how the policies are enforced under a new administration. It will 
also be important to research the position of state governments along the 
borders on immigrants. I would also like to expand my research and cover the 
treatment of Central American immigrants by both the United States and Mexico. 
I would look to see if the policies implemented by the U.S. government influence 
how Mexico protects their borders.  
Conclusion 
In conclusion immigration policies indirectly contribute to the rising deaths 
of undocumented immigrants along the United States and Mexico border. 
Policies in place are only for the benefit of the United States, which disregards 
the harmful effects these policies have on humans. Undocumented migrants are 
dehumanized and criminalized, which contribute to the violation of human rights. 
Dehumanizing undocumented immigrants allows for human rights breaches to be 




contributed to finding a humane solution to the border crisis. It is disheartening 
that no one is held accountable for the thousands of deaths that have occur from 
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